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Message from the Administration 

 

If you have questions about anything you read in the newsletter or about things that are 

happening at school that you are wondering about – please give me a call at 613-836-2818 or 

send an e-mail to catherine.donnelly@ocdsb.ca - I would be happy to connect! 

 

Stittsville Public School was fortunate to have the Goulbourn Junior Jubiliees and Teens choir 

perform for the whole school last month.  Some of our very own students are part of this very 

talented group and the singers kept the audience spellbound with songs on the theme of anti-

bullying, inclusiveness and friendship.  The performance was a great way to connect with this 

year’s Education week theme - Equity in Action – taking place this week from May 7
th

 to 11
th

.   

 

In September 2017 Ontario launched its Education Equity Action Plan to serve as the province's 

blueprint for identifying and eliminating discriminatory practices, systemic barriers and biases 

from schools and classrooms.  The plan is built upon the fundamental principle that every 

student should have the opportunity to succeed personally and academically, regardless of 

background, identity or personal circumstances.  For more about the plan click on the link below 

for a parent fact sheet:  

 

Understanding Ontario’s Education Equity Action Plan: Parent Fact Sheet 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/education_equity_plan_fact_en.pdf 

 

EQAO 2018  May 22 - June 4 

Our grade 3 and 6 students will be participating in EQAO provincial testing in reading, writing 

and mathematics during the period from May 22 to June 4, 2018.  We ask for your cooperation 

with not scheduling non-emergency medical, dental and other appointments or holidays during 

this period of time.  EQAO results provide our school with valuable information about each 

student’s progress as well as school wide progress so we benefit greatly from maximum student 

participation.   
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OurSchool Survey still open until May 11
th

, 2018 

 

Bi-Annual Parent Survey: 

Every two years the OCDSB conducts a parent survey using the OurSCHOOL survey 

instrument.  This anonymous school climate survey is an opportunity for parents to provide 

feedback about school climate and student well-being.  As we do with the annual student survey, 

we use the information from the survey to help with our planning and find it a very valuable 

resource.  The survey can also provide us with information about what parents find is working 

well for school climate and student well-being and so we also hope to hear about the great things 

that are happening so we can celebrate the successes.  

http://www.ourschool.net/stit18 

 

Seeking Input for the Indigenous Education Advisory Council 

 

The Board is seeking input into the draft policy for the creation of an Indigenous Education 

Advisory Council (IEAC).  Input is being sought from the Indigenous community on the 

composition of the council (i.e. individuals/community agencies representation) and input on a 

process for determining membership.  The aim is to ensure a consistent delivery of information 

across a variety of stakeholder groups including principals, vice-principals, parents, students, 

federations and community agencies. Additional information including an email address that 

comments can be sent to is included here at 

https://www.ocdsb.ca/our_schools/indigenous_education. 

 

 

“Gotcha” Awards for April 

    

Kinder/Grades 1,2,3    Grades: 4, 5, 6 
Sutton (Pantalone)    Ava (Evans) 

Caden (Newman)    Ross (Slewidge) 

Skye (Maisonneuve)    Kaiya (Slewidge) 

Hugh (Doherty)    Hayden (Evans) 

      Gabe (Slewidge) 

    

   Way to go SPS! Keep showing that great character! 
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Grade 4 Intra-Mural Kinball 
 

 

 

Thanks to Mrs. Jackson, Mme Reed and Mme Kupo, the grade 4s are enjoying intra-mural 

Kinball – a fast paced, game where three teams compete to keep the Kinball in the air! 
 
 

 

Mabel’s Labels 

 

A great solution to reducing “lost forever” items is to label, label, label!  Stittsville PS is registered 

with Mabel’s Labels as a fundraiser. You can order a wide variety of label items which makes it so 

much easier to locate lost items and for items to make it back to their original owners.  You can 

order through the link below: 

 
https://mabelslabels.com/support-a-fundraiser/ 
 

Planning for Next Year  

 

If you are planning to switch your child from the Early French Immersion Program to the 

English Program, please send a letter or e-mail to Mrs. Donnelly as soon as possible. This will 

help us with staffing properly for next year.  

 
 

Student Leadership – Lego Robotics Club 

 

Introducing the SPS LEGO Robotics Club! 

 

 
 

https://mabelslabels.com/support-a-fundraiser/


Robotics is a CONCRETE and TANGIBLE way to build and strengthen cognitive 

development, as well as other academic areas such as mathematics, engineering, communication 

skills, strategic thinking and goal-oriented thinking. Most of all students find it fun, creative and 

engaging! 

 

A group of Grade 6 students that represented SPS at this year’s OCDSB Skills Competition have 

organized this innovative club and are leading interested grade 5 students. The leaders 

demonstrated robots to all grade 5 classes which incited overwhelming interest. The group 

decided that they would do a draw and rotate as many students as possible through the club 

before the end of the school year. Our first groups of students have already exceeded 

expectations, and are well on their way to learning how to use the computer software and LEGO 

kits in order to build and program their robots to perform a variety of tasks. 

 

The leaders have provided feedback of their experience so far:   

“Everyone is engaged” 

“It takes hard work and effort” 

“In one day they have already mastered the basics” 

“Nothing really to teach them, they learn it by themselves” 

“We showed them what to do, and they just do it” 

“They have already done more than we have!” 

 

School Yard Conditions 

We are pleased to announce that the frost is out of the ground and our play structures are open! 

 
 

 

Moving Over The Summer? 

 
We are planning for next year. If your child will not be returning to Stittsville Public School in 

September 2018 because you are moving out of our attendance area, please let us know as soon 

as possible. Encourage any new neighbours to come in to register at their earliest convenience. 

Give us a call, and we will be pleased to guide you through the registration process. 

 
 

 

Yard Supervision starts at 8:15 

 Please do not drop off your child before 8:15 am in the morning as school supervision only starts 

at 8:15 and early arrivals interfere with the extended day program and safety protocols.   

 
 



Ottawa Public Health  - Helmet News! 
 

 
 

Adopt a Helmet!  

Make a properly fitted helmet part of your bike riding experience.  A helmet can help protect you 

and your family from serious injury! 

 

Tips about helmet safety:  

 Make sure the helmet has been safety certified - look for the sticker on the inside of the 

helmet. 

 Helmets must be replaced every five years and/or after a crash or hard hit - even if it 

looks undamaged. 

 Never buy a used helmet. 

 Do not place stickers on your helmet. 

 Parents can set a good example to children by wearing a helmet. 

 Remember, anyone under the age of 18 must wear a helmet – it’s the law. 

 

Helmet Fitting: 

 Put on the helmet so that it is not tilting backwards or forward. Then check the 

following:    

o Two fingers distance from helmet to eyebrow  

o V-shape straps around each ear 

o  One finger between chin and fastened strap 

For more information visit http://www.parentinginottawa.ca/en/children/Child-Safety.aspx or 

contact Ottawa Public Health at 613-580-6744. 

 

A new, convenient way for parents to pay for school items….. 

 

 
We are pleased to inform you that the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board will now be 

offering School Cash Online as its preferred method of payment for all school fees, including 

everything from field trips to yearbooks.  Our goal is to have over 90 percent of our families 

using School Cash Online – we are at 25 percent right now – help us reach our goal – register 

today! 

http://www.parentinginottawa.ca/en/children/Child-Safety.aspx


 

 

School Cash Online helps parents and community members pay school-related fees safely, 

quickly and easily. By using School Cash Online, you help increase efficiency and security at 

schools by making payments directly into your school’s bank account. This allows teachers and 

office staff to focus on helping students, and not counting cash. Plus, you get to stay informed of 

your child’s activities and needs!  

 

You are now able to register – a simple task that takes less than five minutes – by visiting 

https://ocdsb.schoolcashonline.com. Visit www.ocdsb.ca if you’d like more information and to 

view Frequently Asked Questions. Should you encounter any difficulties, you can use the Parent 

Help Desk at 1-866-961-1803 or email: parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com 

 
 

 

News from the Classrooms….. 

Kindergarten News:  
  

On Friday some of the Kindergarten classes had a medieval feast to celebrate their learning 

during an inquiry unit in French.  They made bread for the feast using a bread maker donated by 

the community.  They ate magic jelly beans after reading Jack and the Beanstalk in French as 

part of the feast. One hundred “Kinder” students were seated at a loooong banquet 

table!  Students dressed up as kings, queens, knights and other royalty. 

  

Mme Kearns and Mme Holbrook’s classes are learning about living things!  They are growing 

beanstalks and hatching eggs! In the coming weeks the students will be learning about which 

animals come from eggs and will make guesses as to what will be hatching.  Lots of math 

involved in counting down the days to sprouting and hatching.  They also have Little Rays 

Reptiles coming in May as part of learning about oviparous animals!   

 

“Kinders” also have plans for education week.  Alicia (music presentation) is coming in for 

music sessions. May 9th the parents are invited to join the last session. The Sticks and Stones 

classes are doing a multicultural meal with the parents after the sessions on Wednesday, May 9
th

  

and the Caterpillars and Butterflies and Frogs and Tadpoles have invited parents to come in on 

Friday, May 11
th

 in the morning for a light breakfast and to showcase some of the learning that 

students have done.  

 

Primary/Junior News:  
  

Our Eco Club recently learned that we received our EcoSchool Silver Certification again for this 

year!  

  

All the grade three classes attended a dental presentation. The presentation supported the health 

curriculum by demonstrating the importance of good oral health to overall health. 

  

Many classes have been enjoying their Scientists in the School workshops. Some grade 3 

students enjoyed the workshop on Forces! Some grade 4 students enjoyed their workshop last 
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past week on Pulleys and Gears! Grade 4 French Immersion classes are doing a second SITS 

workshop on Pulleys and Gears. Their first was Sound and Light.  

 

Intramural kinball for grade 4s has begun at recess in the gym. All grade 4s welcome to play. 

 

Grade 4 Immersion classes are continuing with their Coding Projects. They are planning to have 

a Coding Fair where student showcase their video game creations in the gym in early June.   

 

Track and Field is quickly approaching! The coaching staff is getting ready for a great season! 

The seven coaches are (alphabetically) Mme Cuffari, Mr Currah, Mrs Doherty, Mrs Littlemore, 

Mme Sheppard Mme Slewidge and Mme Tessier. During Education week they will be running 

the optional 800m, 1000m and 1500m events in the mornings. The Outdoor SPS Track and Field 

Day is May 15th, with a rain date of May 17th. We will be creating a volunteer link soon and 

sharing it with families.  

 

Student council hosted a “Wellness Awareness Week” in April where optional daily activities 

were provided for classes and daily announcements gave tips and tricks on wellness and 

mindfulness.  

 

Mrs. Takahashi’s Plastic Bag Challenge gathered over 6000 plastic bags! These bags were 

delivered to Walmart who will then in turn give them to a company that breaks down the bags 

into small pellets and then produces other plastic products. Students from kindergarten to grade 6 

were eager to participate and it was very successful school endeavor! 

 

Grade 4 and 5 French Immersion classes had their French Speaking Competition Finalists 

present their speeches in the gym for French Immersion classes and parents. It was amazing! The 

students were very well prepared and very successful! The grade 6 students do not participate in 

this because they focus on spontaneous presentations in grade 6 and do not follow the speech 

writing process in class. This year they did have speech buddies that they helped support in grade 

4.  

 

Grade 6s attended the GMS annual musical of Pinocchio!  

  

The four grade 6 classes have begun their "Pay it Forward" Projects where they are learning 

about various charities, programs and non-profit organizations. They are planning how they are 

trying to volunteer their time or increase awareness to help make their community better. Some 

examples of student initiatives are: volunteering at the Humane Society or collecting hockey gear 

from friends/family for various organizations to donate to families who cannot afford to purchase 

things new  

 

The Me to We club had a very successful Mother’s Day Art Sale the first week of May! Mrs 

Aristotle led the student artists through a guided art lesson.   

 

The grade five French Immersion classes will be participating in FRANCO BINGO during 

education week – a fun way to practice their French! 



 


